
HIST Executive Committee Meeting, August 21, 2016 

Philadelphia Marriott - 308, Philadelphia, PA 

 

Started at 5:30 pm 

 

ATTENDING:  Vera Mainz, John Sharkey, Seth Rasmussen, Gary Patterson, Joe Jeffers, 

Mary Virginia Orna, Ned Heindel, Nic Tsarevsky, Ron Brashear, Carmen Giunta, Roger 

Egolf 

Guest:  Janan Hayes, Tom Strom 

1) Welcome and announcements, Gary Patterson 

Gary welcomed everyone and noted that it was his last meeting as chair.  Gary has felt 

that his tenure has been relatively easy, partially because of the ability to make decisions 

quickly when necessary.  There have been a few problems, but we’ve worked them out.  

Gary noted that Ned will be stepping down as chair of the HIST Award Jury committee 

and Gary will take his place as chair for 2017.  Going forward, Gary believes we need to 

make sure that there are enough chemist-historians winners of the award as well as 

historians and historian-chemists, so the full spectrum of those who work in the field of 

the history of chemistry is represented. 

2) Secretary-Treasurer's Report, Vera Mainz 

a. Minutes of the March 13, 2016, Executive Committee meeting were approved 

with corrections received.   

b. Possible changes in the HIST Award protocol are up for discussion, which will 

occur under the Awards subcommittee item.  

c. We will hold an election this fall, and the nominating committee has a slate.  All 

offices need to be elected.  The slate will be:  chair-elect: Dan Rabinovich, 

secretary/treasurer:  Vera Mainz and Reggie Hudson, both councilors:  Mary 

Virginia Orna and Roger Egolf, and both alternate councilors:  Art Greenberg and 

Joe Jeffries.  It is my intention to send out the initial email and USPS member 

ballots in the beginning of October, to be concluded three weeks later.  

d. In terms of reporting, the HIST funds in the Vanguard Funds are all allocated to 

the HIST Award Endowment Fund.  The return on investment was 6% in 2014 

and 2015.  See the summary below.  

 

HIST Award Summary 

 

Dividends 
  2011-2012  $              1,543.76  4% 

 2013  $              3,813.53  8% 
 2014  $              3,749.04  6% 
 2015  $              3,871.57  6% 
 2016  $                 871.91  3% 
 

    

 

Income  Expenses  Difference 

2013  $              6,675.33   $      (6,882.90)  $    (207.57) 

2014  $              6,119.04   $      (4,440.65)  $  1,678.39  



2015  $              6,454.58   $      (4,789.32)  $  1,665.26  

2016  $              3,856.58   $          (393.00)  $  3,463.58  

   

 $  6,599.66  

 
 Available   $        8,143.42  

  

d) In a general way HIST is doing well.  There is $82,479.54 of unobligated funds as 

of August 16, 2016.  Pacifichem 2015 speaker reimbursements totaled 

$17,892.84.  We have submitted a request for a $17,667.84 reimbursement from 

ACS.  [The difference is $225 in ineligible expenses for which Tom Tidwell was 

reimbursed.  That was my error and I apologize.]  I have been in touch with 

Nancy Todd, requesting information about the status of Pacifichem 

reimbursements.  The last email exchange was August 15, 2016, and I was told 

that because Pacifichem is now incorporated, reimbursements to Divisions must 

be approved by the Board of Directors.  That is supposed to happen soon, so 

hopefully this will be resolved before the end of the year. 

e) Treasurer’s Report.  The Quicken summary of income/expense for 2016 to date is 

attached. 
 

TOTAL OBLIGATED FUNDS as of 8/15/2016 
  

   Citations 
 

 $               2,453.56  

Archives IPGA + James J. Bohning Memorial Fund  $               2,506.44  

StopGap Funding 
 

 $               3,800.00  

Citations Travel 
 

 $               4,428.16  

MVO Nat Inv IPGA 
 

 $                  265.08  

Past Pres IPGA 
 

 $               2,715.14  

SERMACS  IPGA 
 

 $               2,222.30  

HIST Award (Total Contributions + Dividends) - Total Expenses  $               8,143.42  

See and Be Seen 
 

 $                  500.00  

Fontina Book Fund - Fontina HIST membership  $                  250.00  

Past Pres  
 

 $               2,715.14  

HIST Award Symp Phil Fall2016 
 

 $                  500.00  

HIST - Ted Benfey Symposium 
 

 $                  500.00  

Ted Benfey Symposium (donations) 
 

 $                  420.00  

HIST - Chemistry in America: 1676-1876 
 

 $                  500.00  

HIST - CC Price - Past ACS Pres 
 

 $                  500.00  

Video Archive IPGA 
 

 $                 (113.70) 

High School Teaching IPGA 
 

 $               5,000.00  

HIST - CCB - Bob Curl Symposium 
 

 $                  500.00  

  

 $             37,805.54  

 

Checking account  $                              20,360.93  

Total checks not cleared  $                                 (417.90) 

Deposits not cleared  $                                         -    

  AVAILABLE - Checking  $                              19,943.03  

  AVAILABLE - Savings  $                            100,342.05  



  TOTAL AVAILABLE  $                            120,285.08  

  

  TOTAL UNOBLIGATED FUNDS as of 8/15/2016 

 
 $                              82,479.54  

 

3) Report from Program Chair, Seth Rasmussen 

a) A list of current and future symposia is attached.  This meeting going well so far.  

He thanks Carmen for an outstanding HIST tutorial this morning.   

b) Moving forward, the schedule for San Francisco, Spring 2017 is looking good.  

Dan and Nic symposium already have 7 confirmed speakers and they plan for a 

full day symposium.  Pierre Laszlo, Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent is presenting, 

as well as Donna Nelson, past ACS president.  There is a symposium being 

sponsored by HIST, YCC and the Senior Chemist Committee on the Golden Age 

of Chemistry (see blurb in Newsletter).  They want to feature the histories and 

stories from industrial chemistry “giants” in order to preserve their memory within 

the current generation of chemists.  Another full day symposium is being sponsored 

by CINF/CHED/HIST on "Textbooks and the Practice of Science:  Before, 

During, and After Gutenberg."  CINF has asked for $500 support of this 

symposium; the motion was made, seconded and passed.   

c) Washington, DC, Fall 2017 - We have planned for a full day for Ladies in 

Waiting, 1/2 day to celebrate the NHCL anniversary and 1/2 day for the Darryl 

Busch Past Presidents symposium; there is a possibility of discussing the CHF 

collections in the history of chemistry, maybe as a tutorial.  The theme for 

Washington is Chemistry's Impact on the Global Economy.   

d) The the next Archaeological symposium was tentatively scheduled for the Spring 

2018 New Orleans meeting.  Ruth Ann Armitage said there is a competing 

archaeology meeting about the same time.  And Seth will hopefully be on a 

Fulbright Fellowship in 2018 and not in the country.  The suggestion is to move 

the symposium to the Spring 2019 meeting in Orlando in 2019 (theme - 

Chemistry for New Frontiers).  The co-organizer, Mary Virginia, thought that 

might give more time for planning and publicity.  The question came up as to how 

HIST members become members of the Archaeological subdivision,  Vera said 

you just have to request membership; she will add Mary Virginia and Seth as 

members, as that is how the mailing list is generated. 

e) Seth reminded all that one-day registrations now have an early ($105) and late 

($130) fee schedule, just as regular meeting registrations do.  ACS will not ship 

registration material to international speakers.  Anyone who registers from outside 

the USA must pick up the registration material at the meeting.  Does it include 

Canada and Mexico?  Seth was not sure.   

f) Roger was asked if HIST would contribute to MARM (June 4-6, 2017, Hershey, 

PA), either in individual talks or via a full symposium.  There was a motion to 

support, seconded, passed, to allow $500 per each half-day session that is held in 

support for HIST programming at MARM.  There was some discussion of 

repeating Carmen's tutorial at this meeting.  Seth is the Program Chair for GLRM 

(June 27-30, 2017, Fargo, ND) and he is planning for 1/2 day HIST symposium.  



There was a motion to support, seconded, passed, to allow $500/half day session 

of support for HIST programming at GLRM.   

g) HIST is up for a ChemLuminary award for the HIST Pacifichem program.  Seth 

handed out the current table of contents for book based on the symposium and 

told us the contract has been signed.  There is a due date of December 15, 2016.  

He told us that one of the speakers at that symposium, Masanori Kaji, passed 

away recently.  Kaji had delivered one chapter (on Taiwan) but his other chapter 

on Japan was not available.  The book is going to be published with World 

Scientific Books and not as an ACS Symposium Books.  Seth noted the problems 

many of the authors had with Chemical Technology in Antiquity (an ACS 

Symposium volume) with image permissions.  Seth also finds the lack of galley 

proofs before publication unacceptable.  Seth was able to get his corrections in 

place but the policy doesn’t serve the books well.  Jan and Roger got an email a 

week or so ago about an ACS symposium volume on the Charles C. Price 

symposium.   

h) Wednesday, during the meeting, there will be a meeting of all program chairs.  

The main topic of conversation is going to be the elimination of Thursday 

programming.  Seth is definitely opposed to Thursday programming.  A study 

group was put to together to report on programming at national meetings.  Jan 

said the open Board meeting (today) indicated that there was a push for increasing 

the programming on Thursday and keeping the Expo open a day longer.  Roger 

said there were complaints about too many simultaneous sessions, so it didn't 

make sense to decrease number of days.  There is a push in both directions.  Seth 

said realistically, program chairs need to pick higher quality oral talks for earlier 

in the week and move the others to poster sessions.  Roger wondered if the 

Society would lose attendance if the person were only giving a poster.  Seth noted 

that other program chairs have told him that when they schedule a Thursday talk 

they lose over half of their speakers. 

i) The University of Florence is launching a new journal in September called 

Substancia.  An International Journal of the History of Chemistry.  It will be an 

international journal in the history of chemistry, on-line only with two issues/year, 

and it will be published in English.  This will be an open-access journal.  The 

Rector of the University is a chemist and will be the editor.  Both Seth and Mary 

Virginia are serving on the journal's advisory board. 

 

4) Report from Councilors, Mary Virginia Orna and Roger Egolf; report attached. 

Roger Egolf 

a) Diane Grob-Schmidt, ACS President 2015, recognized those divisions that 

contributed to her PRES mission with a trophy.  The consensus was that it should 

be sent to CHF for the HIST archives.  This was Roger’s last DAC meeting as he 

has served 7 years of a 6 year maximum term.  He said there were far more 

applications than got money.  Many divisions did not get IPG's and some got 

partials.  HIST's current IPG request (Vera and Tom's on Ladies in Waiting, 

partnered with WCC).  This IPG was requested to bring in a theatrical group in to 

present No Belles.  It was noted that “HIST was the rock-star of IPG proposers.”  



Magdolna Hargittai will be the keynote speaker.  She wrote a recent book on 

women in science.   

b) DAC did a strategic planning meeting in Washington in June.  Roger attended.  

They want more collaboration between divisions and also want to create new 

divisions.  But there is a road block in that money will be cut from the allocation 

pool for the current divisions if new divisions are formed.  There is a 20/80 split 

between divisions and local sections with respect to councilors; however many 

councilors the local sections have results in 1/4 the number of councilors available 

for the divisions.  There is also a decreasing membership in ACS, which may lead 

to a loss of funds available.  The money that pays for allocations comes from a 

fixed percentage of dues.  If dues money decreases, costs escalate.  If at the same 

time we increase the number of divisions, it is not a sustainable model.  So Roger 

believes a new model of funding will need to be found.  Cutting a day from 

national meetings, to switching to one national meeting a year, all these things 

contribute to less value for the member.  ACS needs to try to find a way set it up 

so that divisions are not competing for funds, allowing more collaboration.  One 

thought is to try to increase membership in divisions to 66% of ACS membership.  

Currently, less than 33% of ACS members are members of divisions.  Members 

get to pick a free division when they join the ACS and one thought is to have 

ACS staff call when people don’t pick their free division. Mary Virginia thought 

that about 20% of ACS memberships are now considered senior members.  It 

might be useful to HIST to have a targeted marketing toward senior members - 

maybe putting out membership brochures at the Senior Chemist Breakfast.  HIST 

might specifically market toward high school teachers.  Gary noted the question 

of joining ACS was discussed at his workshop with high school teachers.   They 

welcomed the American Association of Chemistry Teachers (AACT) organization 

whose dues are $50/year.  Since ACS dues would be significantly higher ($150), 

they didn't see a lot of value to joining both.  Gary also noted that Mary Virginia 

gifted all attending with the ChemSource packet.   

Mary Virginia Orna 

a) She had her last meeting as a member of LSAC.  She has termed out of her first 

term, that is, she served one year as associate and two years as member, with 

serving 1-1/2 years as chair of the new subcommittee on communications.  This 

prompted her to resign as she was expected to be the IT guru, and she doesn’t 

participate in the social media stuff by choice.  So she told them she needed to 

step away.  She will work with the committee until Dec. 31st.  She then talked to 

the CONC liaison and she put DAC down as first choice.  The hope is she can 

replace Roger on DAC.  Roger’s first choice of new committee is M&E, second 

choice is LSAC.  New assignments will be made by the end of year.  Mary 

Virginia made a point of recognizing Roger's service for HIST on DAC. 

5) Report from Chair-Elect, Ron Brashear.  He is excited to start his chair duties in 2017.  

He wants to work with the Executive Committee to make HIST even more visible to 

ACS.  He would also like to get CHF more involved with HIST.  Ron goes to a lot of 

history of science and technology meetings around the world which would allow him to 

talk about HIST and possible interactions with other groups.  Ron does plan to attend the 

next Leadership Training Institute in January 2017. 



6) Report from Past Chair, Ned Heindel, no report.  Ned is chair of nominating committee 

for the upcoming HIST election. 

7) Report from the HIST Awards Subcommittee 
a. Jury Committee for 2017 award - Gary will be chair of 2017 committee.  The 

other members are Ernst Homberg, Christoph Meinel, and Joe Gal.  At the last 

meeting we discussed asking a nominator to recuse himself for 2017.  Gary needs 

to do that.  Gary will ask Ursula Klein (2016 HIST Award winner) if she wants to 

be on the committee; if not, then Gary will send around a request for someone to 

serve.  Gary got three names for possible people to serve in case Ursula is unable 

to serve.  Vera discussed changes to the SOP making clear to the Jury committee 

the breadth of the award, as well as attaching the list of past winners with their 

award citation.  The hope is to have the Jury understand that the whole 

community of history of chemistry should be considered eligible for the award.  

Maybe the last item about service from the second paragraph of suggested 

additions should be added to the first, and the rest of the second paragraph could 

be removed.  There was also added text about the conditions when someone 

should recuse themselves from the committee.  Vera also suggested an addition 

that the committee write a one sentence reason for the award, i.e., a citation.  The 

suggested changes were discussed and were to be sent out for final approval.   

b. CCB 2016 Awards - Vera Mainz.  The list of the 2016 awards is attached.  The 

program is quite active and on budget. 

8) Report from Archivist, John Sharkey 

The report is attached.  The archives are in good shape, complete through 2015 with 

material that has been sent.  He noticed that there are very few papers presented to HIST 

and present in the archives.  John plans to present his papers which were presented to 

HIST to the archives as well as some of Jim Bohning's papers.  Mary Virginia noted there 

are pdf’s of chapters from symposium volumes from HIST symposia.  If the presentation 

was in a powerpoint presentation, ask for the presenter to send hardcopy to John for the 

archives.  Vera suggested John write a paragraph about this for the next newsletter. 

9) Report from Bulletin Editor, Carmen Giunta 

The report is attached.  Carmen recognizes some of the limitations on his own time and 

ability to catch up on the one issue we've been behind for the last few years.  He proposes 

publishing a “double” issue to catch us up with the 2016 (volume 41(1,2)).  One issue’s 

worth are in the can (double issue), 5 more articles waiting for authors.  The pipeline is 

still good.  Authors are antsy about the time spent on the review process.  Help on that 

point would help right away.  Submissions have sometimes been held up by reviewers.  

Delay has most frequently happened when he has reviews and needs to give the author 

instruction.  That can take a lot of time.  Looking at coming year, if we can catch up he 

doesn’t see a problem this year.  Gary said many journals have an advisory board that 

would commit to referee papers or find referees for a specific article.  Does Carmen want 

that type of help?  Carmen thought that might be helpful and he suggested asking Joe 

Gal.   

10) Report from Historian, Gary Patterson 

Biographies for award winners have continued to come in.  Gary has one for Lyman 

Newell ready to go for the website.   

11) Report from the Alternate Councilors, Art Greenberg and Joe Jeffers 



MPPG Meeting Themes Update - summary attached. 

For 2017 - San Francisco - Advanced Materials Technologies, and Industrial Processes.  

Kathryn Beers is the organizer and she still has some money available.   

For  

12) OLD BUSINESS:   
a. ACS Fellows Program - Gary said we have a candidate, Seth Rasmussen, who 

should be an ACS Fellow.  Ned has agreed to nominate Seth and we will make 

sure the nomination form is filled out correctly and the committee will have no 

reason to say no.  Neil Jespersen and George Bodner are the chairs of the 

committee considering the nominations.  Mary Virginia said she had a non-

successful candidate last year and she got a tailored response that went through 

her entire nomination and told her, word for word, why the nomination failed.  

Impact in each area is the key concern.  The award committee makes the final 

decision and we need to satisfy them in that area.  Canvassing for candidates is 

something we should think about.  We need to groom members for the 

nomination.  John Sharkey said Jesperson only gets involved when there is a 

deadlock.  John also said several fellows are on the committee and evaluate the 

nominations.  HIST has an over-representation of Fellows, most of whom became 

fellows through other routes than HIST.  Each Division may nominate up to twice 

the number of division councilors.  So, HIST could nominate up to four members.   

b. CHF merger with the Life Sciences Foundation; no report - take off rotation 

c. HIST Division 100th Anniversary - We still have time to work on this.  We need 

to form a Committee to write Division history.  Vera suggested a 3-5 minute 

youtube video on a history of chemistry topic, with a possible prize.  There is 

some possible information available in the Bohning archives.  Jim had articles on 

HIST history up to the 85th anniversary. 

13) NEW BUSINESS:  no new business 

 

Meeting concluded at 7:15pm. 

 

Appendices 

 

Appendix 1:  Quicken Summary, Income/Expenses to date 

Appendix 2:  Future Symposia Schedule 

Appendix 3:  Councilors’ Report from San Diego 

Appendix 4:  Citation for Chemical Breakthroughs Awards 2016 

Appendix 5:  Archives Report 

Appendix 6:  Bulletin Editor Report 

Appendix 7:  Report from MPPG - Thematic Programming 

 

 



Date Account Num Description Memo T... Clr Amount

INCOME 33,740.19

    Allocation ACS 13,207.57

        Other Allocation ACS 13,207.57

            3/7/2016 Busey... DEP ACS/EFT Remittan...2016 Division Allotment R 13,207.57

    Bulletin - Lib 810.00

        1/8/2016 Busey... DEP CSubs/CSM Agen... Deutsches Museum 2016 R 30.00

        1/8/2016 Busey... DEP EBSCO -  Ck#245... Royal Soc Chem 2016 R 50.00

        1/8/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Otto Harrassowitz ... Stanford Univ R 40.00

Notre Dame Univ R 40.00

        1/15/2016 Busey... DEP EBCSO - Ck#2463... Univ New Hamp 2016 R 40.00

        1/15/2016 Busey... DEP     ... EBSCO -  Ck#246... 2016 Nat Lib Med R 40.00

2016 Tokyo Kogyo U Lib R 40.00

        2/1/2016 Busey... DEP EBSCO -  Ck#247... Bib Hist Meida Valencia 2... R 50.00

        2/1/2016 Busey... DEP     ... LM Information Del...2016 Statsbib Denmark R 50.00

2016 CarolinaBibl Sweden R 50.00

        2/19/2016 Busey... DEP Cornell University ... 2016 R 40.00

        2/19/2016 Busey... DEP Lehigh University 2016 R 40.00

        2/19/2016 Busey... DEP EBSCO -  Ck#920... 2016 IQ-Inst de Quimica R 40.00

        2/19/2016 Busey... DEP Linda Hall Library 2016 R 40.00

        3/1/2016 Busey... DEP Univ Of Cincinnati ... 2016 R 40.00

        3/22/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Vera Mainz Ck#4293Museum Boerhaave 2016 R 50.00

        3/22/2016 Busey... DEP Univ Of  Michigan ... 2016 R 40.00

        3/22/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Museo Di Storia D... 2016 R 50.00

        5/3/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Juniata College - V... Juniata College R 40.00

    Counc Trav Reim 2,545.32

        Other Counc Trav Reim 2,545.32

            4/14/2016 Busey... DEP ACS/EFT Remittan...Spring 2016 San Diego R 2,545.32

    Dividend 2,356.58

        HIST Award 2,356.58

            1/8/2016 Busey... DEP Vanguard Wellingt... R 1,484.67

            3/22/2016 Busey... DEP Vanguard Wellesle... R 206.94

            3/22/2016 Busey... DEP Vanguard Wellingt... R 201.97

            6/26/2016 Busey... DEP Vanguard Wellesle... R 238.88

            6/26/2016 Busey... DEP Vanguard Wellingt... R 224.12

    Donations 3,970.00

        CCB 1,200.00

2016 Itemized Categories Report - Year To Date
1/1/2016 through 8/16/2016

8/16/2016 Page 1



Date Account Num Description Memo T... Clr Amount

            7/29/2016 Busey... DEP Jeff Seeman Ck#0... CCB 2016 R 1,200.00

        HIST Award 1,500.00

            5/6/2016 Busey... DEP Vera Mainz 2016 donation R 1,500.00

        OPA 350.00

            4/18/2016 Busey... DEP Vera Mainz - Ck#4... 2015 OPA R 350.00

        Ted Benfey Symposium F2016 420.00

            7/29/2016 Busey... DEP Otto T. Benfey R 210.00

            7/29/2016 Busey... DEP William R. Newma... R 105.00

            7/29/2016 Busey... DEP Mary Ellen Bowden... R 105.00

        Other Donations 500.00

            4/21/2016 Busey... DEP ACS/EFT Remittan...Sponsor Bob Curle Award... R 500.00

    Dues Income 8,710.00

        ACS 8,585.00

            3/2/2016 Busey... DEP ACS/EFT Remittan...July-Dec 2015 Dues R 8,585.00

        Direct from Members 125.00

            3/9/2016 Busey... DEP Peter E. Morris 2016 and 2017 R 70.00

            3/22/2016 Busey... DEP Robert P. Metzger ... 2016 R 20.00

            5/5/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Ernst Homburg - Vi... R 35.00

    Grants & Awards 1,500.00

        MPPG Computers Chemistry 1,500.00

            5/12/2016 Busey... DEP     ... ACS/EFT Remittan...MPPG Spring 2016 San Di... R 1,500.00

    Int Inc 101.63

        1/29/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 13.62

        2/29/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 14.56

        3/31/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 14.56

        4/29/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 13.87

        5/31/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 15.83

        6/30/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 14.84

        7/29/2016 Busey... DEP Interest R 14.35

    Royalties 539.09

        4/4/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Oxford University ... Chem & Sci Fic R 2.70

Jakes R 5.55

Glascock:Arch. Chem R -6.94

Atoms in Chemistry R 4.00

100 plus years Plastics R -15.62

Pioneers Quantum Chem R 5.95

Characters in Chemistry R 14.06

2016 Itemized Categories Report - Year To Date
1/1/2016 through 8/16/2016

8/16/2016 Page 2



Date Account Num Description Memo T... Clr Amount

Arch Chem VIII R 47.18

Science History R 459.65

Unearned Balance R 22.56

EXPENSES -40,084.97

    Award -14,766.44

        HIST Award -393.00

            4/8/2016 Busey... 1223    ... Stellar Kent Inv 6170 HIST Award 2016 R -393.00

        MPPG Computer Chemistry -1,500.00

            3/29/2016 Busey... 1221 Thomas Weber Spring 2016 San Diego R -344.79

            4/26/2016 Busey... 1225 Douglas Henderson Spring 2016 San Diego R -880.30

            5/2/2016 Busey... 1228 Gary Patterson Spring 2016 San Diego R -274.91

        Pacifichem 2015 -10,393.50

            1/3/2016 Busey... 1206 Vera Mainz R -2,300.00

            1/3/2016 Busey... 1207 Ned Heindel R -2,300.00

            1/3/2016 Busey... 1208 Thomas Tidwell R -2,300.00

            1/8/2016 Busey... 1210 Ian Rae R -2,300.00

            2/15/2016 Busey... 1213 Masanori Kaji R -1,193.50

        Posthumous Nobel -432.18

            3/22/2016 Busey... 1217 E. Thomas Strom meal San Diego 2016 R -432.18

        Preceptors of Chemistry -1,547.76

            3/22/2016 Busey... EFT      ...Bernadette Bensau...Travel San Diego Spr2016 R -1,067.11

            3/29/2016 Busey... 1220 Bruce T. Moran Spring 2016 San Diego R -480.65

        S&BS -500.00

            1/3/2016 Busey... 1209 ACS NY Section MARM 2016 Sharkey R -500.00

    Award-Non-Meeting -8,649.25

        Archive IPGA -124.00

            5/2/2016 Busey... 1227 John B. Sharkey travel expenses R -124.00

        Cert of Appreciation -115.00

            4/8/2016 Busey... 1223    ... Stellar Kent Inv 6179 Benfey Cert R -115.00

        Citation ChemBreakthroughs -2,037.80

            4/26/2016 Busey... 1226    ... Stellar Kent Inv 6021 - Guyton de Morv... R -405.55

Inv 6075 - Frankland R -417.90

Inv 6076 - Curie R -423.55

Inv 6077 - Crowfoot R -372.90

            7/29/2016 Busey... 1234 Stellar Kent Invoice 6022B - Kroto/Sm... -417.90

        OPA -373.75

2016 Itemized Categories Report - Year To Date
1/1/2016 through 8/16/2016

8/16/2016 Page 3



Date Account Num Description Memo T... Clr Amount

            3/23/2016 Busey... 1218    ... Vera Mainz USPS shipping - 2014 Bix R -11.75

            6/1/2016 Busey... 1230 Matthew Lavine OPA 2015 R -250.00

            6/2/2016 Busey... 1231 Stellar Kent - Invoi... 2015 OPA plaque R -112.00

        Video Archive IPGA -5,998.70

            2/1/2016 Busey... 1211 Chemical Heritage ...Inv 0116-03 R -2,909.62

            3/1/2016 Busey... 1214 Chemical Heritage ...Inv 0216-02 R -2,470.40

            4/25/2016 Busey... 1224 Chemical Heritage ...Inv 66699770 R -618.68

    Bank Chrg -8.63

        PayPal Transaction Fee -7.63

            3/22/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Vera Mainz Ck#4293 R -2.25

            3/22/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Museo Di Storia D... R -2.25

            5/3/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Juniata College - V... R -1.46

            5/5/2016 Busey... DEP     ... Ernst Homburg - Vi... R -1.67

        Other Bank Chrg -1.00

            3/22/2016 Busey... EFT      ...Bernadette Bensau...Busey - bank transfer fee ... R -1.00

    Bulletin -9,285.00

        Other Bulletin -9,285.00

            4/6/2016 Busey... 1222 Agnes Soderbeck No. 40(2) R -1,285.00

            5/4/2016 Busey... 1229 Le Moyne College Bulletin expenses R -8,000.00

    Counc Trav Exp -3,181.65

        3/22/2016 Busey... 1216 Mary Virginia Orna San Diego Spring 2016 R -1,833.75

        3/29/2016 Busey... 1219 Roger Egolf Spring 2016 San Diego R -1,347.90

    Meeting Registration -235.00

        5/12/2016 Busey... DEP     ... ACS/EFT Remittan...Spring 2016 San Diego R -235.00

    Office -395.00

        Tax Prep -395.00

            3/2/2016 Busey... 1215 Daniel E. Holder A... 2015 Tax Prep Form 990-EZ R -395.00

    Postage -64.00

        Office -6.00

            3/23/2016 Busey... 1218    ... Vera Mainz USPS - Japan R -2.40

USPS - Japan R -2.40

USPS  - Japan R -1.20

        Separates -58.00

            3/23/2016 Busey... 1218    ... Vera Mainz USPS shipping to San Die... R -58.00

    Separates -2,500.00

        Other Separates -2,500.00

            2/9/2016 Busey... 1212 Univ of Illinois account for HIST business R -2,500.00

2016 Itemized Categories Report - Year To Date
1/1/2016 through 8/16/2016
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Date Account Num Description Memo T... Clr Amount

    Social Event -1,000.00

        Other Social Event -1,000.00

            6/30/2016 Busey... 1232 Matthew Mongelli Karen Brewster Symp Spri... R -500.00

            7/11/2016 Busey... 1233 Zahav (Philly) Benfey Symp Dinner deposit R -500.00

TRANSFERS 0.00

    Busey Checking 5,000.00

        4/20/2016 Busey... SAVINGS keep account active R 5,000.00

    Busey Savings -5,000.00

        4/20/2016 Busey... TXFR SAVINGS keep account active R -5,000.00

OVERALL TOTAL -6,344.78

2016 Itemized Categories Report - Year To Date
1/1/2016 through 8/16/2016
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FUTURE HIST SYMPOSIA 
Meeting Dates Site HIST symposia HIST cosponsored symposia and Notes 

August 21-25, 2016 Philadelphia (1) HIST Award Symposium Honoring Ursula Klein (Mary Jo 
Nye and Gary Patterson) [Tues pm]  

(2) Chemistry in America: 1676-1876 (Gary Patterson) [Mon 
am/pm] 

(3) A Salute to Ted Benfey at 90:  Science, History, Culture, and a 
Commitment to Humanism (Jeff Seeman) [Sun pm] 

(4) Charles C Price, 1965 ACS President: Exploring his legacy     
after 50 years (Jan Hayes) [Tues am]  

   [Chemistry of the People, by the People and for 
the People] 

   HIST Tutorial: Carmen 
   HIST cosponsor:  

NTS: Elements Old and New: Discoveries, 
Developments, Challenges, and Environ-
mental Implications [Weds] 

PRES: C60 and Robert F. Curl:  The Citation 
for Chemical Breakthrough Award Honoring 
Rice University [Sun am] 

April 2-6, 2017 San Francisco (1) Chemistry through the eyes of non-chemists: Evolution of the 
public perception of chemistry (Dan Rabinovich and Nic 
Tsarevsky) [Full day] 

(2) Golden Age of Industrial Chemistry (Matthew Grandbois) 
[Half day][co-sponsers: YCC and SCC] 

   [Advanced Materials, Technologies, Systems 
and Processes] 

August 20-24, 2017 Washington DC (1) HIST Award [Tues pm]  
(2) Ladies in Waiting for Nobel Prizes. Overlooked 

Accomplishments of Women Chemists (Vera Mainz and Tom 
Strom) [Full day?] 

(3) Past Presidents: Daryl Busch (Jan Hayes) 

   [Chemistry's Impact on the Global Economy] 

March 18-22, 2018 New Orleans (1) Chemical Archeology (Seth Rasmussen and Mary Virginia 
Orna) [2+ days?] - move to 2019? 

 

August 19-23, 2018 Boston? (1) HIST Award [Tues pm]   

Mar 31-Apr 4, 2019 Orlando   

August 23-27, 2020 San Francisco (1) HIST Award [Tues pm]  
(2) The Science and Legacy of Glenn Seaborg (Jan Hayes)    

[Half day] 

 

Future  (1) Disabled Chemists* (Lewis) [1/2 day?] [co-sponsor: Chemists 
with Disabilities Committee?]  

(2) The Manhattan Project—The Role of Unsung African 
American Scientists (Sibrina Collins) [Half day] 

 * idea stage 
 

 



 

 

COUNCILOR REPORT 
DIVISION OF THE HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY 

252nd ACS National Meeting – Philadelphia, PA 
August 24, 2016 

 

Summary of Governance Issues and Actions 

Actions of the Council  
Election Results: Elected Committees of the Council 

By electronic ballot, the Council elected Harmon B. Abrahamson, Lissa A. Dulany, Andrea B. Twiss-Brooks, 

and Sally B. Peters for a 2017-2019 term, Martin D. Rudd for a 2017-2018 term, and Karl S. Booksh and 

Ella L. Davis for a one-year term, 2017, on the Council Policy Committee. 

By electronic ballot, the Council elected Lisa M. Balbes, Thomas H. Lane, Amber S. Hinkle, Alan M. Ehrlich, 

and Alan A. Hazari for a 2017-2019 term and Neil D. Jespersen for a one-year term, 2017, on the 

Committee on Nominations and Elections.  

By electronic ballot, the Council elected Wayne E. Jones, Jr., D. Richard Cobb, Stephanie J. Watson, Dee 

Ann Casteel, and Emilio X. Esposito for three year terms, 2017-2019, on the Committee on Committees. 

Other Council Actions 

Continuation of Select Committees  

On the recommendation of the Committee on Committees, the Council voted to approve the 

continuation of the Committee on Analytical Reagents, and the Committee on Chemical Abstracts 

Service, subject to confirmation by the Board of Directors. 

Change in Local Section Territory 

On the recommendation of the Committee on Local Section Activities, the Council approved a petition 

from the Permian Basin Local Section to annex the Texas counties of Pecos and Brewster, and the 

petition from the Upper Peninsula Local Section to annex unassigned and adjacent territory, and one 

Michigan county (Menominee) now currently assigned to the Northwest Wisconsin Local Section.  

Unemployed Members’ Dues Waiver 

On the recommendation of the Committee on Membership Affairs, the Council approved a petition to 

amend the ACS Bylaws to extend the Unemployed Members’ Dues Waiver, which will extend waivers for 

unemployed members’ dues from the current two years to three years, subject to confirmation by the 

Board of Directors. 

Chemical Professional’s Code of Conduct 

On the recommendation of the Committee on Economic and Professional Affairs, the Council approved 

the Chemical Professional’s Code of Conduct, subject to confirmation by the Board of Directors. 

 



Charter Bylaws  

On the recommendation of the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, the Council approved the Bylaws 

for Divisions in Probationary Status and the Charter Bylaws for New Local Sections. 

International Chemical Sciences Chapters 

On the recommendation of the Committee on International Activities, the Council approved the 

establishment of ACS International Chemical Sciences Chapters in Greater Beijing, Southwestern China, 

and Iraq, subject to confirmation by the Board of Directors. 

Resolutions 

The Council passed resolutions in memory of deceased Councilors; acknowledging President Donna 

Nelson’s service as presiding officer of the Council; and in gratitude for the officers and members of the 

Philadelphia Local Section, the host Section for the 252nd National Meeting, the divisional program chairs 

and symposium organizers, and ACS staff. 

Special Discussion 

The Council conducted a special discussion to gather input on proposed recommendations from the ACS 

Presidential Task Force on the U.S. Employment of Chemists. The task force has been examining and 

considering all known influences that can impact employment in the chemical sciences. Councilors were 

invited to share their thoughts, comments, and suggestions on the proposed suggestions to date, in 

preparation for the report’s expected release later this year. 

Highlights from Committee Reports 

Nominations and Elections  

The Committee on Nominations and Elections solicits Councilors’ input of qualified individuals for 

President-Elect and/or Directors for future consideration. Suggestions may be sent to nomelect@acs.org. 

N&E has established the Vote 20/20 Task Force, charged with examining all aspects of nominations and 

elections for ACS national offices, and designing an enhanced process to be in place by the year 2020. The 

committee welcomes ideas from all members as to how nominations and elections should be handled.  

Send comments to vote2020@acs.org 

Budget and Finance 

The Society’s 2016 Probable 1 Budget calls for a Net from Operations of $17.3 million. This is $3.9 million 

higher than the Approved Budget but only $723,000 higher than 2015. Total revenues are projected to be 

$528.8 million, essentially on budget, and 3.3% higher than the prior year. Total expenses are projected 

at $511.5 million, which is 0.6% favorable to budget, and 3.3% higher than 2015.   

The Committee considered several program funding requests for 2017, and on its recommendations, the 

Board subsequently approved funding for the Atlantic Basin Conference on Chemistry, the ChemIDP 

Program; and the International Student Chapter Program. 

Additional information can be found at www.acs.org, at the bottom of the page, click ‘About ACS’, then 

‘Financial’.  There you will find several years of the Society’s audited financial statements and IRS 990 

filings. 

mailto:nomelect@acs.org
mailto:vote2020@acs.org
http://www.acs.org/


Philadelphia Meeting Attendance 

As of Tuesday evening, August 23 the total number of attendees, including students, exhibitors, and 

guests came to a grand total of 12,800. 

Petitions to Amend the Constitution and Bylaws 

New petitions to amend the Constitution or Bylaws must be received by the Executive Director no later 

than December 14 to be included in the Council agenda for consideration at the spring 2017 meeting in 

San Francisco. Contact the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws with any questions or requests for 

information at bylaws@acs.org 

 
HIST Councilors 
Mary Virginia Orna is completing her term on the Local Sections Activities Committee (LSAC). She awaits 
appointment to another committee for 2017.  Roger Egolf is also completing his term on his committee, 
the Divisional Activities Committee (DAC) and awaiting his next appointment.  This year, he chaired the 
DAC subcommittee on Governance and Annual Reports and participated in the DAC Strategic Planning 
meeting in Washington D.C in June. 
 
Roger Egolf 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Virginia Orna 
Roger Egolf 

mailto:bylaws@acs.org


Citations for Chemical Breakthrough Awards 

2016 Awardees 

NOTE: Text in COLOR indicates a "live" link. 

Scientists/Inventors 
Breakthrough Publication 

(If text is in color, this is a live 
link to the plaque.) 

Location of Award 
(If text is in color, 
this is a live link to 

photographs 
and other materials 

related to the 

presentation.) 

L. Pfaundler “Beitrag zur Chemischen Statik,” 
(Poggendorff) Annalen der Physik 

und Chemie, 1867, 131, 55-85. 

Universität Innsbruck, 
Austria 

E. C. Anderson, W. F. Libby, S. 
Weinhouse, A. F. Reid, A. D. 

Kirshenbaum, and A. Grosse 

“Radiocarbon from Cosmic 
Radiation,” Science 1947, 105, 

576-577. 

The University of 
Chicago 

H. Gutowsky “Coupling among Nuclear Magnetic 
Dipoles in Molecules,” Physical 
Review, 1951, 84, 589-590. 

University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign  

F. Sanger, S. Nicklen, A. R. 
Coulson 

“DNA Sequencing wiht Chain-
Terminating Inhibitors,” Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Science, 

1977, 74, 5463-5467. 

Medical Research 
Council, Cambridge, 
England 

 

http://www.scs.illinois.edu/~mainzv/HIST/awards/CCB/UIUC-Gutowsky%20Marker.pdf
http://www.scs.illinois.edu/~mainzv/HIST/awards/CCB/UIUC-Gutowsky%20Marker.pdf


American Chemical Society 

Division of the History of Chemistry 

 

Archivist Annual Report 

August 2016 

 

 

 

The HIST Archives at the Chemical Heritage Foundation are complete through 

December 2015.  I am adding to the archives copies of papers that I have presented 

before HIST, and several papers presented by James Bohning and Jeff Sturchio which I 

have in my files.  Please note that the HIST Archives contain precious few papers given 

at HIST sessions.  I have spoken with CHF Archivist Patrick Shea and he assures me that 

there is no problem with the author’s ownership of his/her papers, even though they 

reside at CHF.  I encourage you to send copies of your presentations, electronic or 

otherwise, before they are lost forever.  All material will be added to the Finder’s Giude. 

 

If you would like an electronic copy of the HIST Archives Finder’s Guide, please send an 

email to johnbsharkey@me.com.  Before you print it out please know that it is 21 pages 

long. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

John B. Sharkey 

HIST Archivist 

mailto:johnbsharkey@me.com


Report on the Bulletin for the History of Chemistry 8/21/2016 

Status of volume 41 (2016) 
As you know, the Bulletin has been behind one issue per year for about two years now, 

and I have been expecting to catch up for about that length of time. At this point, the only way I 

can see of catching up during this calendar year is to publish a “double issue,” for 2016. Volume 

41, numbers 1 & 2 in one issue. The issue would be longer than usual, and would include 

chemical warfare papers from Denver. It probably will not be as large as the 39(1), which came 

in at over 100 pages. 

At present there are about the usual number of papers in the pipeline: five “in the can” 

(i.e., reviewed with minor revisions requested and then returned), five more reviewed with 

revisions requested for which we are waiting on the author, and about 10 others in earlier stages 

of review or with more substantial work required. I am not counting a couple of papers that 

would be reconsidered only with major revisions that I think the authors have abandoned 

although not formally withdrawn. And there were also a couple of papers withdrawn. 

Papers continue to come in from authors old and new to the Bulletin. 

 

Gary asked me to be a bit more reflective in this report and to address the following 

questions: 

What are its strengths and weaknesses? 

What should we plan to institute; what should we eliminate? 

How can the normal running be improved to produce a more prompt reviewing schedule? 

Strengths and weaknesses 
In an earlier communication to Vera, I said that having an overextended and anal-

retentive editor is both a strength and a weakness of the Bulletin. Let me elaborate. 

One of the things I am proud of is providing detailed advice to authors, equivalent to and 

sometimes superior to those of the reviewer. I think that I often function as a second referee in 

addition to an editor: asking for documentation where I see a weak argument or unsupported 

assertion, suggesting alternative interpretations that ought to be at least considered if not refuted, 

and the like. There are papers that need very little of this work. There are others, though, that 

with effort can be turned into publishable papers, if not our strongest ones. That and (I think) 

thorough copy-editing and vetting of references are my strengths as an editor. 

Delegation is not one of my strengths. Vera has offered to assist me in this regard, and I 

have not taken enough advantage of that willingness. In a couple of test cases, though, she has 

the hang of the kind of editing I practice. I’ve just turned a recent submission over to her, and she 

is handling two other papers that are back in the author’s court. I believe that one of them the 

author has abandoned, and I know that the author of the other has not abandoned it although he 

(yours truly) has been very slow in sending in revisions. 

Finally, one of the weaknesses of the Bulletin at present and for another year, is its 

editor’s day job. My duties as department chair have largely coincided with the delays in the 

Bulletin. This is my second go-round as chair, and I do not remember the job having been so 

onerous on my previous time. The fact is, though, that it is much more hands-on in advising 

students and potential students, assessment of student learning outcomes, completing a building 

renovation project, staffing, scheduling, and evaluation of faculty. I have a year to go as chair; I 

will not extend my term; and I am due for a sabbatical in the year following. So I see light at the 
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end of this tunnel of overextension. But I see the coming academic year as at least as demanding 

as the last two, involving extra emphasis on student learning assessment, replacing a key 

chemistry staff person, and hiring a tenure-track faculty member. This is where my poor skill in 

delegation comes in. With respect to the Bulletin, I would want to “shadow” anyone else who 

might do as Vera and I do, so in the short term, that would not buy me time. 

At the same time, I know that long review times are harming the Bulletin’s reputation, 

and one of the paper withdrawals that I know of was due explicitly to a long review time. The 

other explicit withdrawal may also have been affected by long time in review, although the 

reason given was an inability to comply with the reviewer’s suggestions. 

What to institute? What to eliminate? 

To do: 
Obtaining digital object identifiers (DOI) for Bulletin articles. 

Obtaining HIST award addresses going forward. 

Further strategic thinking about special issues and other initiatives. 

Realistically, I cannot commit to furthering any of these matters in the coming academic 

year. 

To eliminate: 
I do not see that anything we currently do should be dropped. It is already a small 

operation. 

How to streamline operations? 
Securing reviewers is a task I think I could delegate or share without much training. 

Finding reviewers is sometimes a bottleneck—finding someone with appropriate expertise who 

has the time to give a good reading. Sometimes reviewers are dilatory in responding, but more 

often than not, recent delays have been either before finding a reviewer or after a reviewer 

returns a review and before I can give the author the feedback I want to give. [Editorial board to 

review or find referees.] 

Adding another associate editor would also help, but it is a move that would not save 

time in the short run, as I would want to work with such a person to compare styles and see how 

that person would handle the tasks. 

It would also be helpful for me to cut down on commitments on my time. I must admit 

that my own volunteering to do interesting talks at this meeting has exacerbated the stress on my 

time this summer. I have talks tomorrow and Tuesday as well as the one and a fraction I gave 

this morning. That is trouble of my own making, and I am being very wary of such commitments 

over the coming year. 

 

—Respectfully submitted, Carmen Giunta 



THEMES APPROVED FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS

252nd, August 21-25, 

2016, Philadelphia, PA

Chemistry of the People, 

by the People and for the 

People

Rudy Baum r_baum@acs.org

253rd, April 2-6,

2017, San Francisco, 

CA

Advanced Materials, 

Technologies, Systems 

and Processes

Kathryn Beers kathryn.beers@nist.gov 

254th, August 20-24,

2017, Washington, DC

Chemistry’s Impact on 

the Global Economy

Nancy Jackson nbjacks@sandia.gov

255th, March

2018, New Orleans, LA

The Food, Energy, Water 

Nexus

Jerry Schnoor jschnoor@engineering.u

iowa.edu

256th, August

2018, Boston, MA

Nanotechnology Paul Weiss stm@ucla.edu



THEMES PROPOSED FOR 2019 - 2020

257th, March 31-Apr. 4 

2019 Orlando, FL

Chemistry for New 

Frontiers

258th August 25-29, 

2019, San Diego, CA

Chemistry of Water

259th, March 22-26, 

2020 Philadelphia

Macromolecular 

Chemistry: The Second 

Century

Timothy Lodge

Kris Matyjaszewski

lodge@umn.edu

km3b@andrew.cmu.edu

260th, August 23 - 27, 

2020 San Francisco

Chemistry from  Bench 

to Market

mailto:lodge@umn.edu

